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July 20, 2017 is the anniversary of the journalist Pavel Sheremet’s murder. He was killed in a car 

explosion in the center of Kyiv. At the time, President Petro Poroshenko said solving this crime 

was "a matter of honor" and stressed that "it is not only about the honor of the police, 

prosecutor's office or the SBU, it is about the honor of the country". 

 

A joint investigative task force was created, drawing on the staff of the Main Investigation 

Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, and led by the head of the National 

Police of Ukraine. The Office of the Prosecutor General of Ukraine provided procedural 

guidance to the investigation, and the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) also executed 

investigators' orders in as part the investigation into a premeditated murder. 

 

In 2017, the Ministry of Internal Affairs publicized at a press conference significant figures on 

the number of interrogated persons, video materials processed, investigative actions and expert 

assessments. Yet looking at the results of an entire year investigative activities, we are cannot 

avoid the assessment that the investigation has been ineffective. 

 

We understand that an effective investigation of a crime implies much more than the competent 

authorities finding the guilty parties. Rather, we are concerned about the authorities’ duty to 

ensure that the investigation is carried out in a manner that can identify the perpetrators and lay 

the foundation for bringing them to justice. 

 

Journalists from the "Investigation.Info" project and the International Organized Crime and 

Corruption Reporting Project conducted a joint investigation for their film, "Killing Pavel.” 

Their research found several key gaps in the official investigation, which suggest that the 

authorities have not taken all available measures to gather evidence. 

 

In particular, the investigation did not identify and interrogate any important witnesses who were 

present at the crime scene. Investigators did not request key surveillance video footage taken on 

the eve, which showed a man and a woman who appeared, in other surveillance footage, to have 

been staking out Sheremet’s home in the four days before the murder.  

 

And only after the May 2017 release of the film did the police question Igor Ustymenko, an ex-

employee of the SBU, who allegedly was seen on surveillance camera footage outside 

Sheremet’s apartment building the night before the murder.  

 

The failure to promptly follow up on these leads and to secure relevant forensic video evidence 

puts into doubt the effectiveness of the investigation and undermines public confidence in it. 
 

Ukraine has a legacy of impunity for in attacks and murders of journalists related to their 

journalism work. Georgy Gongadze, Igor Aleksandrov, Boris Derevianko – are just a few from 

the list of those killed in crimes whose perpetrators have not been brought to justice. Therefore, 

https://en.hromadske.ua/posts/who-killed-pavel-sheremet


we are convinced that without a radical change in the investigation process, despite all 

assurances of senior government officials, the investigation will bear no result.  

 

In view of the above, and emphasizing the special public interest in this investigation, we urge 

the President of Ukraine, the Minister of Internal Affairs of Ukraine, the Prosecutor General of 

Ukraine and the Head of the Security Service of Ukraine to immediately take the following 

actions: 

 

1. To invite to work as a full participants in the joint investigation team highly qualified 

criminal investigators, prosecutors and detectives from the member states of the 

European Union, the United Kingdom, and the United States; 

2. Ensure transparency of the investigation so that there can be public scrutiny of it, and 

carry out regular quarterly public reports about the course of the investigation.  

 

We are also asking the European Union, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and the United 

States to provide the necessary assistance, and to facilitate the involvement of international 

experts in the investigation.  

 

We believe the above steps will help to guarantee the investigation’s integrity and effectiveness. 

 

The investigation into Pavel Sheremet’s murder has become a litmus test of the ability of the 

Ukrainian authorities to investigate attacks on media freedom, which in turn is a prerequisite for 

the democratic transformation of Ukraine. 
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